GSK
Ulverston News
January 2016

Our new biopharmaceutical
manufacturing facility
In this newsletter you can find an update on
our plans for a new world-class factory in
Ulverston.
We are very grateful for the fantastic
support we have had from the local
community and other stakeholders
throughout the selection and preparation
process for the new facility.
In 2014, South Lakeland District Council
gave outline planning permission for
our new centre of biopharmaceutical
manufacturing and supply excellence in
Ulverston.
On the following pages, we have provided
an overview of the ‘reserved matters
application’ that we will be submitting to the
council later in January 2016. This relates
to the detailed building design, layout
and landscaping for the first phase of the
development.
Medicines of the future
We are delighted to be building for the
future with this strategically important
investment.

Biopharmaceutical products are advanced
medicines that will benefit millions of
people around the world. This prestigious
development will be at the heart of this
exciting and growing area of GSK’s global
business.
The new factory will make a long-term,
high value contribution to the Cumbrian
economy, creating good quality jobs and
opportunities for other businesses in the
area.
Subject to planning permission,
construction is expected to start in Spring
2016, although some initial, small scale
work will take place earlier in the year
to prepare the site. We will keep local
residents and other stakeholders informed
ahead of any work.
Further information can be found on our
website. We are also holding two public
exhibitions to give people the chance to
find out more and ask questions (see back
page for details).
Pat McIver
GSK Site Biopharm Lead

For more information visit www.GSK-Ulverston.co.uk
email: gsk.ulverston@gsk.com or phone: 01229 482327
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Developing the new facility
Building the first phase
In 2014 South Lakeland District Council gave outline planning
permission for us to build the new biopharmaceutical
manufacturing facility in three phases.
The reserved matters planning application asks for approval
for the first phase, and covers the detailed design, layout and
the landscaping around it.
The sports facilities will not be directly affected by this first
part of the development.

View of the new building from the west.

Size of the building
The council gave outline planning permission following
full and robust testing of the scheme’s environmental
appropriateness.
For environmental reasons, we restricted the future
development of the site to certain design parameters
(building height and siting zones, landscaping zones, lighting
restrictions and vehicular/pedestrian access).
The scheme we are submitting now has been designed to be
fully consistent with the design parameters approved in 2014.

Image showing the design for the new building within the
parameters (pink area) in the outline planning permission.

Materials and finishes
The development will have a clean, transparent, high quality,
modern visual image.
Our aim is to create a building where people aspire to work,
that is attractive for the local community and makes a
significant contribution to the area’s growing reputation as a
centre for advanced manufacturing.
The overall shape and colour of the building is designed
to blend into the shapes of the banks when seen from
Morecambe Bay, whilst presenting a striking appearance
from Pulman Road.
The building exterior will consist mainly of metal cladding
and glass.
West façade close up.

Ecology
The site of the new factory is close to the shore of
Morecambe Bay, which is an internationally and nationally
protected nature conservation area.
We are looking to enhance ecology within the development
and to have a positive effect on the local environment.
For example, we plan to increase the number of bird and
bat roosting sites, keep areas of natural open ground that
support butterflies and bumblebees and retain or improve
the area’s trees and scrub for foraging and commuting bats.
Redshanks nest to the south of the site.
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Landscape design
The intention is to blend the new building into the surrounding
environment as much as possible. The landscaping will create an
attractive first impression of the site.
The landscape design includes the creation of a green corridor
– a dedicated pedestrian route and cycleway, which will provide
off-road access past the new site along Pulman Road.
A water pond in the green corridor will be an attractive feature
and also help to reduce the risk of flooding by storing excess
rainwater from the surrounding area.
A dry stone slate wall will be constructed along the western
boundary.

View from Pulman Road.

Flood management
The work we have already carried out on the new car park for
the Cephalosporins factory includes a number of features to
reduce the risk of flooding.
The extended memorial garden contains channels which are
designed to store excess rain water from the surrounding area.
A new pump station under the garden will also discharge surface
water and rainfall from the area.
The designs for the Biopharm facility include a number of flood
management measures such as features that will store excess
rain water and improved drainage.

Extended memorial garden created as part of the work on
the Cephalosporins car park, which includes measures to
reduce flooding.
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Construction
We understand that construction work inevitably causes some
inconvenience for local residents. However, we will manage the
construction site for the new Biopharm factory to a high standard, in order
to minimise the impact of the works on the local community.
For example, we will limit the hours that construction work can take place,
put up hoardings or screens to act as noise barriers and avoid operating
particularly noisy equipment at the beginning and the end of the day.
We will maximise the use of off-site construction techniques to reduce
deliveries and traffic to the site. We are also working with Cumbria County
Council to agree a plan to minimise the impact of construction traffic.
We will keep local residents and businesses informed about the
construction work and provide a contact telephone number so people can
get in touch with us if they have any concerns.

The Considerate Constructors Scheme awarded
the project to build the new Cephalosporins
car park an “Excellent” grading, as well as a
“Performance Beyond Compliance” certificate.

Benefits of the new facility
The new factory will be a world-class facility, enhancing the area’s
reputation as a centre for advanced manufacturing.
At the peak of construction around 200 people will be employed on the
site. Our initial start-up workforce for the factory is expected to be in the
region of 100 highly skilled people and we anticipate that the workforce
will continue to grow over time.
We will place a high priority on providing opportunities for local people
to acquire the skills we need to ensure a sustainable workforce over the
longer term.
During 2015, a number of Cumbrian firms played key roles in the
development of the new car park and reception buildings for the
Cephalosporins factory. We are also committed to giving local firms
opportunities to get involved with the development of the new factory.

The main entrance.

Transport and access improvements
We have made a number of improvements to the roads around the
Cephalosporins factory, including new signage, a roundabout to improve
traffic flow and new footpaths.
The work we are planning has also helped Cumbria Local Enterprise
Partnership to bring in new investment to improve the junctions of the
A590/North Lonsdale Terrace and A590/Quebec Street. Cumbria County
Council is due to start this work in 2016.

The new roundabout.

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS

Coronation Hall, County Rd, Town Centre, Ulverston LA12 7LZ
Wednesday 6th January 4pm - 8pm

Thursday 7th January 2pm - 6pm

Questions and feedback
About 400 people came to the exhibitions we organised in 2014 ahead of the outline planning application and we had a lot
of other discussions with individuals and local organisations.
We have organised two more public exhibitions where you can come and find out more about our updated plans and ask
questions. You can also find more information on our website www.GSK-Ulverston.co.uk and we will be providing updates on
our Twitter account @GSKUlverston.

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU HAVE ANY FEEDBACK ON OUR PLANS BY THURSDAY 14TH JANUARY.

Email: gsk.ulverston@gsk.com Phone: 01229 482327

You can also contact us with any questions or comments as the development progresses.

